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2007 State Budget Pr ior ities  

and other  impor tant and helpful information for  public librar ies from NYLA 

 

In addition to the summary of 2007 state budget priorities and a sample letter to 
Governor Spitzer, the following information is posted on the New York Library 
Association Advocacy page (www.nyla.org, click on “Advocacy”  at the top): 

·  Proposed Formula Aid Char t detailing NYLA’s proposed changes to state 
library formula aid, which includes increasing direct support (LLSA) for 

Senator James Wr ight Tours Service Center and Receives First Universal Card 

On the morning of Friday, January 5th, Senator James Wright  
and Alex Velto of the NNY Community Foundation took a tour  

of the NCLS Service Center to view the progress of the renovation.  
In the photo to the right, Senator Wright speaks to a News 7 reporter 

about the project while standing in what will be the new Computer  
Training Lab to which he contributed $100,000. 

 

 

 
Since Senator Wright was here to tour the building,  
Director Steve Bolton took the opportunity to issue  
him the first NCLS Universal Card which is now in the  
process of being implemented throughout the system.  
Senator Wright was delighted to receive his new card  
and signed the back while NCLS staff looked on and applauded. 
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public libraries by 66% and making the increased funds for construction grants permanent. 
 
·  2007 Talking Points sheet for trustees and library supporters use when speaking with state legislators.   
 
·  Proposed Increase Per  Public L ibrary which allows you to see just how much more funding your library 

(and all others in the state) would receive if the proposed increases were approved by the legislature. 
 
·  Compar ison of L ibrary Aid to Inflation Graph which illustrates the current year dollars required to 

maintain buying power for public libraries 1998-2008. 
 
All trustees should become familiar with the NYLA state budget priorities and the information given in the 
above listed fact sheets and graphs.  Be prepared to discuss the pressing needs of our state’s public libraries and 
library systems with your state legislators and the Governor, whether you do so in person or in writing.  Take 
advantage of the sample letter to the Governor on the Advocacy page mentioned above.  Let’s make sure all 
those in a position to influence change at the state level hear our thoughts on library funding in New York State. 
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 Newbery Medal�
The Higher Power of Lucky by Susan Patron,  
illustrated by Matt Phelan  
(Simon & Schuster/Richard Jackson) 
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Impor tant FYI ’s from NCLS 
 

·  The 2007 Incentive Grant Application and Instructions have been sent in the delivery and are also 
available on the NCLS web site at www.nclsweb.org/Grants_Funding.htm.   
 

·  2006 Incentive Grant Applications are due at NCLS no later than Apr il 27, 2007.  The 2006 Application 
and Instructions are also available on the web page mentioned above. 

 
·  Universal Card Guidelines and a letter to Board Presidents and Directors from director Steve Bolton 

detailing how the Universal Card will work for you are also on our web site.  Click on  “Services”  then 
“Technical Services” . 
 

·  The Continuing Education Brochure for January-June 2007 has been sent in the delivery and is also 
available on our web site at www.nclsweb.org/events/view-events.php.  The events registration for 
January-June is now open at the same web page. 
 

·  The NCLS Open House and Grand Revealing of the newly renovated building has been scheduled for 
Fr iday, May 4th from 9am-1pm! 

       Newbery Honor Books 
Penny from Heaven by Jennifer L. Holm (Random 
House) 
Hattie Big Sky by Kirby Larson (Delacorte Press) 
Rules by Cynthia Lord (Scholastic) 

Caldecott Honor Books 
Gone Wild: An Endangered Animal Alphabet by David 
McLimans (Walker) 
Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her  
People to Freedom,  
illustrated by Kadir Nelson, written by Carole Boston 
Weatherford  
(Hyperion/Jump at the Sun) 

For more 2007 literary 
award winners, go to: 

www.ala.org 
click on “Awards & 

Scholarships” , then click on 
“Book/Media Awards”  

 Caldecott Medal�
Flotsam by David Wiesner (Clarion) 



County Funding 2007 
 

Jefferson County 
 

The Jefferson County Library Committee requested a $25,000 
increase for 2007 for a total of $180,000.  The county legislature did 
not grant the increase request, but did grant $155,000, which is the 
same amount the libraries received in 2006.   
 
Lewis County 
 

The libraries of Lewis County requested an overall increase in funding 
of $5,000.  The initial county budget proposal included a $3,500 
funding increase, but after a presentation at the county budget hearing, 
the legislature was swayed to grant the full $5,000 that was requested 
and an additional $1,715 for a total of $6,715!  This constitutes an 
11% increase and is the largest increase since 2000.  Total county 
funding to libraries is now $58,788.   
 
Oswego County 
 

The Oswego County Library Committee requested additional funding 
for 2007 since they now have a new chartered library in the county 
(Williamstown).  Partial funding of $50,000 was restored in 2006 after 
the previous funding amount of $105,000 was reduced in 2003 and 
then eliminated entirely for 2004 and 2005.  For 2007, the libraries 
were granted an additional $5,000 for a total of $55,000 to share 
among eleven libraries instead of ten, now that the Williamstown 
Library is included. 
 
St. Lawrence County 
 

The St. Lawrence County Library Committee requested an increase, 
but were granted the same level of funding as 2006, which is $111,971 
or $1.00 per capita.  The increase given last year was $10,121. 

NCLS Calendar of Events 
www.nclsweb.org 

Click on “Events”  to register or  
“About NCLS” then “Calendar”  to view 

 
             

 
 

 
February 

 
19th- NCLS Closed 
 President’s Day 
 
27th- 2006 Rewind Workshop 
 Henderson Free Library 
 9:30am-12pm 
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Getting to know NCLS Staff:  Brooke Har tle 
 
Brooke began her position as the new Outreach Assistant in December 2006.  She is originally from Dexter, 
NY and now lives in LaFargeville with her husband who is currently deployed overseas in the US Army. 
 
Brooke graduated from General Brown High School and from JCC with an Associate’s Degree in Liberal Arts.  
She is currently working on finishing her BA in English Literature from SUNY Potsdam.  She plans to then 
attend graduate school to pursue a Master of Library Science Degree. 
 
Scrap booking, reading, writing, skiing, and playing with her “ fur-babies”  (four dogs) 
fills up most of the free time that’s left after a full time job and college courses! 
 
Favorite author / books:  The Outlander series by Diana Gabaldon 
 
Favorite movie:  Where the Heart Is 
 
 
Welcome to NCLS, Brooke!  We’ re glad you’ re here! 

Don’ t forget to visit 
www.nclsweb.org for 

photos of the renovation 
progress!  Click on 

“About NCLS”, then 
“Photo Gallery”  
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Automation Update 
 

The libraries of Adams Center, Chaumont, Martinsburg, Orwell, and Parish are currently bar 
coding their collections. 
 
The Henderson Free Library is now fully automated and using the SIRSI circulation system as 
of January 16, 2006. 
 
If your library is interested in automation,  
please contact your Consultant at NCLS. 
 
 

If your library has newsworthy information to share in NCLS Access,  
please contact Amy Degnan at NCLS:  782-5540 or adegnan@ncls.org 

NCLS Staff created their  own “ time 
capsule”  by signing the drywall for the 
new IT / Computer Training Lab wall 


